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MEMORIAL RESOLUTION FOR JOHN D. BARNHART

John D. Barnhart was born at Decatur, Illinois, September 22, 1895.

After graduating from the local high school he enrolled at Illinois

Wesleyan University which awarded him the Bachelor of Arts in history

from Northwestern University, and in 1930 he was granted the doctorate

in history from Harvard University. At Harvard he devoted his major

attention to American history. Here he became first a student and

then a disciple of the distinguished historian, Frederick Jackson Turner.

From 1921 until his retirement in 1965 Professor Barnhart taught

in a number of colleges and universities, including Nebraska Wesleyan

University, the University of Nebraska, the University of West Virginia,

Louisiana State University, the College of William and Mary, and

Indiana University. Professor Barnhart was a member of the history

faculty at Indiana University during the academic year 1925-1926,

the summer of 1936, and then from 1941 until his retirement to

emeritus service in 1965. From 1947 until 1953 he served the de-

partment as its chairman, and during the period 1941 to 1955 he

edited the Indiana Magazine of History.

As a teacher and writer Professor Barnhart*s principal interest

was in the history of the Ohio Valley and the Old Northwest. He

authored more than two dozen articles and many book reviews which

appeared in historical quarterlies throughout the United States.

His first published volume was Henry Hamilton and George Rogers Clark

in the American Revolution in the West (1951), followed by his Valley

of Democracy: The Frontier Versus the Plantation in the Ohio Valley

(1953) in which he tested the application of Turner's frontier
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hypothesis to the Ohio Valley. His next publication was devoted to

state and local history; Indiana: From Frontier to Industrial

Commonwealth (2 vols., 1954), co-authored with Donald F. Carmony.

A byproduct of this two-volume history was Indiana: The Hoosier

jaj (1959; rev. 1963), co-authored with Donald F. Carmony,

Opal M. Nichols, and Jack E. Weicker. As editor of the Indiana

Magazine of History he edited perhaps six or seven thousand pages

of articles, documents, and book reviews. In his research and

writing Professor Barnhart reflected the basic views of his mentor,

Frederick Jackson Turner, concerning the impact of the American

frontier on the development of American life and institutions. In

such research and writing Professor Barnhart gave much emphasis to

the contributions of Southerners to the development of the Ohio

Valley and Old Northwest, especially during the period from about

1750 through the Civil War Years.

In spite of the enormous amount of time he gave to teaching,

research, writing, and administration, Professor Barnhart also gave

much time to professional organizations and public service. During

World War II he served as chairman of Indiana War History Commission;

he was chairman of the Indiana Territorial Sesquicentennial Commis-

sion in 1950; he served as a member of the executive committee of

the Mississippi Valley Historical Association, 1942-1946, as chair-

man of the program committee for its annual conference in 1948, and

as a member of its Board of Editors for the Mississippi Valley

Historical Review, 1954-1956; during 1947-1948 he was president of

the Indiana History Teachers Association; during the three years,

1957-1959, he served as president of the Indiana Historical Society,

and he was a member of its executive committee from 1949 until his
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death; and he was a member of the Advisory Committee on History to

the Secretary of the Navy for a number of years in the fifties and

sixties. For many years, and until illness compelled him to withdraw,

he was a member of Bloomington Rotary. In these and other ways he

contributed significantly and generously to his profession and to

the public.

Through the years Professor Barnhart had a devoted interest in

his students, undergraduates and graduates alike. Although committed

to his own high principles of scholarship and character, he exercised

understanding, kindness, generosity, and restraint in his evaluation

of colleagues and students. During the long illness which preceded

his death, he exhibited infinite patience and forbearance.

Professor Barnhart is survived by his widow, Mrs. Zella Barnhart,

whom he married in 1917. Two children, Frank and Frances, both

graduates of Indiana University, survive. We respectfully request

that this memorial tribute to John D. Barnhart, our long-time colleague,

be included in the minutes of the Faculty Council and that copies

thereof be delivered to Mrs. Barnhart and the surviving son and

daughter with our sympathy and concern.
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