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The Croatian American Association (CAA) strongly protests
the inclusion of Mr. Michael Djordjevich and Mr. Vladimir Matic
as witnesses at the open meeting of the House Foreign Affairs
Committee on "U.S. policy towards Bosnia and the Balkans." It is
outrageous that two Serbian representatives have been invited to
speak at this foreign policy meeting on Bosnia and the Balkans,
while no Croatian, Bosnian, Albanian, or Macedonian represen-
tatives were invited. Mr. Djordjevich is clearly the chief Serb
propagandist in America and Mr. Matic obviously brings the new
propaganda line directly from Belgrade.

According to the Foreign Affairs Committee's Majority Staff
Regional/Security Policy Director, We don't have a problem with
the Croats or the Muslims. We realize that the Serbs are the
problem and we wanted to hear from them. This is by no means a
satisfactory argument. It is unacceptable for a committee of the
U.S. Congress to provide Mr. Djordjevich and Mr. Matic with a
platform from which to legitimize Serb occupation of neighboring
countries.

The CAA expects Mr. Djordjevich and Mr. Matic to make a
strong argument for lifting the economic sanctions on Serbia and
to attempt to distance the Milosevic regime from the war crimes
and genocide committed in Croatia and Bosnia-Hercegovina. In
fact, the only effective leverage against Serb aggression has
been the economic sanctions on Yugoslavia, in conjunction with
the threat of air strikes and the threat of lifting the arms
embargo. The two Serbian witnesses will undoubtedly label the
conflict as a "civil war, " which it is not. The witnesses will
also attempt to claim that all sides are equally guilty of war
crimes.

In fact, Serbia started this war and has perpetrated the
aggression for three years. Serbs are responsible for the
overwhelming majority of war crimes. There are only two sides in



this war: the Serbian aggressor and the Croat and Muslim
victims.

A Pattern of Serbian Propaganda

According to a Roy Gutman Newsday article and a publication
of the Serbian American Media Center2, former UN commander of
Bosnia General Lewis MacKenzie was paid $15,000. by SERBNET
(Serbian American National Information Network) to make two
organized media tours which included: 1) testimony before the
U.S. House Armed Services Committee, 2) meetings with influential
congressmen, 3) a speech at the Conservative Heritage Foundation,
and 4) numerous newspaper interviews and television appearances.
During these meetings and appearances, MacKenzie argued that all
parties in the Balkan war are to blame for atrocities. "That
view puts Mackenzie at odds with reports by the UN, the United
States and international human rights groups that have found the
Serbs primarily responsible for the ethnic cleansing and mass
killings ."3

Today's testimony before the House Foreign Affairs Committee
by Mr. Djordjevich and Mr. Matic is equivalent to Mackenzie's
orchestrated appearance before the House Armed Services
Committee.

The Serbian Unity Congress

The Serbian Unity Congress, of which witness Michael
Djordjevich is a key board member, is an integral part of the
Serbian American lobby and its powerful propaganda machine.
According to the introductory issue of the Serbian Unity
Congress, "The goals of the Serbian Unity Congress can be
summarized as follows. The S.U.C. 's short term goal as adopted at
the New York convention is to get the sanctions [against Serbia]
lifted. The long term goal is to contribute to the
reconstruction of the territories on which the Serbian people
find themselves [emphasis ours]." 4

The Serbian Unity Congress has set up a series of programs
and offices which include a "sanctions program" and the "Serbian
Woman's Caucus program." The objective of these programs is to
turn public opinion in favor of lifting economic sanctions on
Serbia. The specific targets of this agenda are the media, the
public and "decision makers."

Political Attitudes in Serbia

An April 1994, Radio Free Europe issue published a survey
conducted in Serbia under the auspices of Belgrade University.5
Following are the results of the survey:

1) President Slobodan Milosevic "emerged as the most trusted
politician in Serbia" and the most favorable politician among the
respondents.



2) "A significant percentage of the respondents supported
policies and ideas that could result in the creation of a Greater
Serbia."

a) Seventy percent of the respondents said that the Bosnian
Serbs should keep all or most of the conquered territories in
Bosnia and Hercegovina.

b) Sixty-nine percent of the respondents want to retain the
current "police state" status of Kosovo, whose autonomy was
stripped by Milosevic in 1989.

3) The survey data indicate that the public has succumbed to
Milosevic's propaganda and accepts his interpretation for the
sanctions imposed on the rump Yugoslavia and his country's
economic collapse.

All Serbian political parties and leading political figures
share a common goal: Greater Serbia. This includes Milosevic,
Vojislav Seselj (Serbian Radical Party), Zeljko Raznatovic (alias
Arkan, leader of the paramilitary group "The Tigers" and member
of the Serbian Unity Party), and Vuk Draskovic (leader of the
Democratic Opposition of Serbia). On December 15, 1993,
Draskovic, the leading opposition figure in Serbia, identified
himself on a TV Studio B program as "a Serbian nationalist and an
advocate of the idea of an enlarged Serbian state, or a Greater
Serbia. ,,6

Serbia is still providing arms to Serbs in Bosnia in the
campaign for a Greater Serbia. This very moment the Serbs are
massing troops around Brcko and on Mt. Igman in flagrant
violation of the NATO ultimatum. Allowing Serbian Americans such
as Mr. Djordjevich and Mr. Matic to testify before the Committee
on Foreign Affairs only furthers this Serbian agenda. Since they
began their aggression on Croatia and Bosnia-Hercegovina, Serbs
have constantly lied and have never lived up to any of their
commitments.
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