
Curriculum Vitae

NAME: William B. Edgerton

BORN: March 11, 1914, in Winston-Salem, North Carolina, the son of
Mr. and Mrs. Paul C. Edgerton, who now live in Greensboro,
North Carolina.

MARRIED: Jewell M. Conrad, June 6, 1935.

CHILDREN: Susan, born in 1939.
David, born in 1943.

EDUCATION:

Secondary education in Greensboro High School, Greensboro,
North Carolina.

Guilford College, North Carolina, 1931-1934. A.B., 1934.

Haverford College, Pennsylvania, 1934-1935. M.A., 1935.

Columbia University, New York, 1947-1950. Russian Institute
Certificate, 1949; Ph.D. in Russian literature, 1954.

HONORS:

Graduated with High Honors at Guilford College.
T. Wiistar Brown Scholarship to Haverford College, 1934-35.
University Fellowship, Columbia University, 1947-48.
Fellowship of the American Council of Learned Societies,

1948-50.
Guggenheim FelIow, 1963-64.
Josef Dobrovsky silver medal from the Czechoslovak Academy

of Sciences, August 1968, "for his merit in encouraging
scholarship in the humanities."

TEACHING EXPERIENCE:

1935-37 Perkiomen School, Pennsburg, Pa.

1937-38 Lycee de Belfort, France

1938-39 Mary Lyon School, Swarthmore, Pa.
1939-47 Guilford College, North Carolina

1950-56 Pennsylvania State University

1954-55 University of Michigan

1956-58 Columbia University

French, German,
Spanish
Assistant in
English
French, Spanish
Assistant to
Associate Professor
of French and
Spanish
Assistant Professor
of Russian
Visiting Assistant
Professor of
Russian
Assistant to
Associate Professor
of Slavic Languages
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TEACHING EXPERIENCE: (Continued)

First Columbia University Visiting Professor
Semester of Slavic Languages
1958-59
Since Indiana University Professor of Slavic
1958 Languages and

Literatures;
Chairman, 1958-65,
Acting Chairman,
1969-70.

PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES:

Member of the Modern Language Association, the American
Comparative Literature Association, and the American
Association of Teachers of Slavic and East European
Languages (AATSEEL).

Member of the Joint Committee on Slavic Studies of the
American Council of Learned Societies, and the Social
Science Research Council, 1951-62, Chairman 1957-60.

Chairman of the Inter-University Committee on Travel Grants,
1956-58; member of the Policy Committee, 1958-69.

Consultant to the Ford Foundation, 1952-57, 1958-61.
President of the American Association for the Advancement of

Slavic Studies, 1961.
Member of the Editorial Board of the Slavic Review and the

Editorial Committee of the Slavic and East European
Journal.

One of the two American representatives on the International
Committee of Slavists.

Professional travel:
Read papers and served as chairman of the American

delegation to the Fourth, Fifth, and Sixth International
Congresses of Slavists (Moscow, 1958; Sofia, 1963;
Prague, 1968).

Exchange research scholar under the Academy of Sciences
of the USSR in Moscow and Leningrad, 1963-64.

Visited the Soviet Union as a representative of the
Inter-University Committee on Travel Grants for
negotiations about student exchanges, 1959, 1964,
1969; and Czechoslovakia, 1969.

Led the Indiana University Russian Language Study Tour
to the Soviet Union, summer 1961.

Attended meetings of the International Committee of Slavists
in Sofia, 1960; Belgrade, 1961; Moscow, 1962;
Vienna, 1965; Oxford, 1966.

OUTSIDE ACTIVITIES:

1944-46: (while on leave from Guilford College): Quaker war
relief i.ork .,ith the American Friends Service Committee,
including--
8 months among Yugoslav refugees in an UNRRA camp in
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OUTSIDE ACTIVITIES: (Continued)

Egypt (became fluent there in Serbo-Croatian);
3 months as assistant director and interpreter of an

UNRRA escort team repatriating refugees from Egypt
to Yugoslavia;

6 months in Germany among Displaced Persons (chiefly
Poles); helped to organize the large-scale UNRRA
search program for children taken by the Germans
from Nazi-occupied countries for Germanization;

5 months in Poland as chief American Quaker representative,
helping to set up the Anglo-American Quaker Relief
Mission that operated in Poland until 1949.

1949: Director of a three-weeks' bilingual (English-French)
seminar in international relations organized in
Switzerland by the American Friends Service Committee.

1950: Five weeks of travel in Yugoslavia as one of four Quaker
representatives sent by the American Friends Service
Committee.

1955: Two months in the Soviet Union, spending the first month
touring the country as a member of an American Quaker
delegation and the second month doing research in
Soviet libraries and archives.

1956: Two weeks in Vienna as a leader of a Quaker-sponsored
seminar devoted largely to ideological differences
between the Communist bloc and the rest of the world,
with student participants from twelve countries,
including the Soviet Union, Poland, Yugoslavia, and
Bulgaria.

1956-59: Member of the Board of Directors of the American Friends
Service Committee and of its advisory committee on
United Nations affairs.

1957: Two weeks in Poland as a member of an international
Quaker delegation.

1960, August: Served as one of the two American consultants in
Leningrad at the first of two reciprocal seminars on
international affairs organized by the American
Friends Service Committee and the Soviet Committee
on Youth Organizations.

1968, February-June: Leave of absence without pay from Indiana
to work with the Friends Committee on National
Legislation in W"ashington, talking with members of
Congress about the need to reassess our policy toward
the East European Communist countries in the light
of current trends toward nationalism and the present
breakdown of Marxist ideology.

PUBLICATIONS: (Since 1947)

BOOKS:

(Collective authorship with others) The United States and
the Soviet Union: Some Quaker Proposals for Peace.
(A Report Prepared for the American Friends Service
Committee). New Haven: Yale University Press, 1950.
40 pp.
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PUBLICATIONS:

BOOKS: (Continued)

(Translator) A Soviet History of Philosophy. "Current
Soviet Thought Series of the American Council of
Learned Societies and the Social Science Research
Council." ?,ashington: Public Affairs Press, 1950.
58 pp.

(Collective authorship with others) Steps to Peace: A
Quaker View of American Foreign Policy. (A Report
Prepared for the American Friends Service Committee).
Phildelphia, 1951. 64 pp.

(Collective authorship with others) Speak Truth to Power:
A Quaker Search for an Alternative to Violence.
Phildelphia: American Friends Service Committee, 1955,
71 pp.

(Co-author and editor) Meeting the Russians: American
Quakers Visit the Soviet Union. Philadelphia: American
Friends Service Committee, 1956. 94 pp.

(Co-editor) Indiana Slavic Studies, Vol. III. Bloomington,
1963. 185 pp.

(Editor) American Contributions to the Fifth International
Congress of Slavists, Sofia, September 1963, Vol. 11:
Literary Contributions. The Hague: Mouton and Co.,
1963. 431 pp.

(Editor) Indiana Slavic Studies, Vol. IV. Bloomington,
1967. 267 pp.

(Translator and Editor) Satirical Stories of Nikolai Leskov.
New York: Pegasus, 1969. 416 pp.

ARTICLES:

"A Note on 'Spigot' and 'Spicket'," American Speech, XXIII
(February 1948), 33-35.

"A Look at ASTP as Student and Teacher," Modern Language
Journal, XXXII (1948), 209-215.

"The Serapion Brothers: An Early Soviet Controversy,"
American Slavic and East European Review, VIII, No. 1
(February 1949), 47-64.

"W'far and Peace," Collier's Encyclopedia (1950-51). (The
article on Tolstoy's novel.)

i'Leskov on Quakers in Russia," The Bulletin of Friends
Historical Association, XL, No. 1 (Spring 1951), 3-15.

"Leskov and Tolstoy: Two Literary Heretics," American
Slavic and East European Review, XII, No. 4 (December
1953), 524-534.

"Johannes von Guenther," Books Abroad, XXXI, No. 2 (Spring
1957), 137-138. (An anniversary article on the most
prominent German translator of Russian literature.)

"Leskov and Russia's Slavic Brethren," American Contributions
to the Fourth International Congress of Slavicists.
Moscow, September 1958 (The Hague: Mouton and Co., 1958),
pp. 51-74.
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PUBLICATIONS:

ARTICLES: (Continued)

"Pis'mo Tolstogo k T. A. Edisonu ("A Letter from Tolstoy to
Thomas A. Edison"), Literaturnoe nasledstvo, LXIX, Book I
(Moscow, 1961), 557-558.

"A Modest Proposal: The Teaching of Russian in America,"
Slavic and East European Journal, VI, No. 4 (Winter 1962),
354-372.

"The Penetration of Nineteenth-Century Russian Literature into
the Other Slavic Countries," American Contributions to the
Fifth International Congress of Slavists (The Hague, 1963),
II, 41-78.

"Vorwort" to Nikolai Lesskow, Gesammelte Werke, herausgegeben
von Johannes von Guenther, 3 volumes (MUnchen, 1964), I,
vii-xxiv.

"Puskin, Mickiewicz, and a Migratory Epigram," Slavic and
East European Journal, X, No. 1 (Spring 1966), 1-8.

"Missing Letters to Les ov: An Unsolved Puzzle," Slavic
Review, XXV, No. 1 (March 1966), 121-132.

"Leskov's Parody on Gogol': Otbornoe zerno," In Linqua Viet:
Commentationes Slavicae in HonoreiV.~Kiparsky (elsinki,
1965), pp. 38-43.

"Leskov, Paskov, the 9tundists, and aNewly-Discovered Letter,"
in Orbis Scriptus: Dmitrij Tschizewskij zum 70.
Geburtstaq Munich: Wlilhelm Fink Verlag, 1966), pp. 187-
199.

"Znakomstvo Fonvizina s Lablanseri v Parize" (Fonvizin's
Acquaintance in Paris With Lablancherie), in Rol' i'
znacenie literature XVIII veka v. istorii russ13 kul'tury;
k 70-letiju so dnja rozdenija P. N. Berkova (The Role
and Significance of the Eighteenth Century in the History
of Russian Culture; Commemorating the Seventieth Birthday
of P. N. Berkov) (Moscow-Leningrad,,1966, pp. 165-173.

"I. S. Turgenev i spornyj vopros o Jakuskinyx" (I. S. Turgener
and a Controversial Question About the Jakuskins),
Russkai'a literatura, No. 1 (Leningrad, 1967), pp. 149-154.

"Leskov's Trip Abroad in 1875: Four Unpublished Letters to
I. S. Gagarin," Indiana Slavic Studies, IV (Bloomington
and the Hague, 1967), 88-99.

"The Poetics of Periodical Names (From Aurora to Zarja)," in
To Honor Roman Jakobson: Essays on the Occasion of His
Seventieth Birthday (The Hague and Paris: Mouton and Co.,
1967), pp. 594-614.

"Istorija odnoj bukvy (Byl li Leskov ukraincem?)"["The Story
of One Letter (Was Leskov a Ukrainian?)"], Novyj zurnal,
No. 89 (New York, 1967), pp. 82-86.

"Recent Anthologies of Eighteenth-Century Russian Literature:
A Review Article," The Slavic and East European Journal,
XII, No. 1 (Spring, 1968), 59-78.
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