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Substance of a talk delivered at Le Maiontinong; entrance of .
lake Michigan, by the Indian chief Le Maigouis, or the

Trout, May 4th, 1807 as coming from the first man whom

God created, said to be now in the shawnese country, addressed

to all the different tribes of Indians.

Le Mugouis holding in his hand, eight strings of old wampum,
four white and four blue, said—

Brothers—These strings of wampum come from the great spirit.
Do not despite them, for he knows every thing. They are to go
all around the earth till they are lost., They were sent to you
by the first Man he created, with these words:

Children—] was asleep, when the great spirit, addressing
himselT to another spirit, said: I have closed my book of accounts
with man, and am going to destroy the earth but first I will
awaken from the sleep, of the dead, the first man I created: he
is wise and let us hear if he had ought to say. He then awoke
me, and told me what he was about to do.

I looked round the world and saw my red children had greatly
degenerated: that they had become scattered and miserable.—
When I saw this, I was grieved on their account, and asked leave
of the Great spirit to come and see if I could reclaim them,— :
I requested the great spirit, to grant, in case they should listen
to my voice, that the worid might yet subsist, for the period of
three full lives. And my request was granted.

Now, therefore, my children, listen to my voice, it is that
of the great spirit! If you hearken to my counsel, and follow
my instructions for four years, there will then be two daﬁg i
of darkness, during which shall travel unseen through the land,
and cause the animals, such as they were formerly, when I created
them, to come forth out of the earth. The great spirit, bids me
address you, in his own words, which are these:

Enxﬁggli%;gn-—you are to have very little intercourse with
the whites. hey are not your father, as you call them; but
your breathern. 1 AM YOUR FATHER. When you call me so, you do
well,” I am the father of the Engligh of the Spaniards, and the
Indians; I created the first man, who was the common father of
aEI these people as well as yourselves, and it is through him,
whom I have awakened from his long sleep, that I now address
you. But the Americans I did not make. They are not my children,
but the children of the devil. They grew from the scum of the
great waters, when it was troubled by the evil spirit, and the
froth was driven into the woods by a strong east wimg, they are
numerous, %ﬁg I hate them, They are unjust; they have taken
away your lands, which were not made lor Chem,

'Hf Ehildren.-—The whites I placed on the other side of the
great lake, that they might be a separate people. To them I
gave different manners, customs, animals, vegetables, &c. for
their use. To them I have given cattle, sheep, swine and poultry
for theirselves only. You are not to keep any of these animals,
nor to eat of their meat. To you I have given the deer, the
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bear, and all wild animals, and the fish that swim in the rivers,
and the corn that grows in the fields, for your own use; and you
are not to give your meat or your corn to the whites to eat.

My Children—You may salute the whites when you meet then,
but must not shake hands. You must not get drunk; it is a great
sin.—Your old men and chiefs may drink a little pure spirits,
such as comes f{rom Hontﬁea;. But you must not drink one drop
of Whiskey., It is the drink of the evil spirit. It was not
made by me but by the Americans, It is poison, It makes you
sick, it burns your insides., Neither are you on any account to
eat bread, it is the food of the whites.

My Children--You must plant corn for yourselves, for your
wives, and for your children, and when you do it, you are to
help each other, but plant no more than is necessary for your
own use, You must not sell it to the whites., It was not made
for them, I made all the trees of the woods for your use: but
the maple I love best. because it yields sugar for your little
ones., You must make it only for them, but sell none to the
the whites. They have another sugar, which was made expressly
for them, besides by making too much you spoil [the] trees; and
give them pain by cutt[ing] and barking them, for they have
[ feelings?) like yourselves, If you make more than [is] neces-
sary for your own use, you shall {illeg.] and the maple will
yield no more [illos.j {I]f a white man is starving you may
sell him a very little corn, and a very little [illeg.] but it
must be by measure and by [weight].

My Children——You are indebted to the white traders, but you
must pay them [no] more than half their credits, because they have
cheated you. You must pay them [in] skins, gums, canoes, &c., but
not in [meat,] corn, or sugar. You must not dress [like] the
whites, nor wear hats like them, [but] pluck out your hair, as in
ancient time, [and] wear the feathers of the eagle on your [head]
and when the weather is not severe [you] must go naken, excepting
the [breach] cloth; and when you are cloathed, it [must] be in
skin, or leather of your own dressling].

My Children,--You complain that the animals of the forest
are few and [i1lleg.]. How should it be otherwise; you destroy
them yourselves for their skins only, [and] leave their bodies
to rot, or give the [best?)] pieces to the whites, I am displeased
[when] I see this, and take them back to the earth that they may
not come to you again. You must kill no more animals that are
necessary to feed and clothe you; and you are to keep but one
dog, because by keeping [too] many, you starve them.

My Children-——Your women must not live with the traders, or
the wﬁite men unless they are lawfully married, but I do not like
even this; because, my white and red children are thus marked,
with different colors that they might be separate people.

[Here follow certain regulations respecting courtship and
marriage; as also respecting the purification of women at certain
periods, which are too minutely described to repeat. The great
spirit alsoc directs all to bathe at certain periods; to wash
away their sins, upon the observance of which regulatiom, they
are to be pardoned four times for the same offence; such [as]
slealing; petting drunk, or the like; but the fifth time, says

the great spirit "shall surely QL;.'i
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Your wise men (or conjurors) have bad medicine in their
[bags.] They must throw away their medicine bags, and when
the medicine is in blossom collect it fresh and pure. You
must make no feasts to the evil spirits of the earth; but only
to the good spirit of the air, You are no more to dance the
Webano, nor the Paigan, or pipe-dance. I did not put you on
the earth to dance those dances, but You are to dance naked,
with your bodies painted, and with the Plogamaugum (war ¢lub)
in your hands. 7You must all have this weapon and never leave
it behind you., When you dance thus I shall always look on
with pleasure. You are to make yourselves Paka Touanacs, (or
crofies) which you must always carry with you, and amuse your-
selves often with the game, (A kind of bat ball common among
the savages, which requires great agility.) Your women must
have also handsome passa quansksy that they may play also; for
I made you' to amuse yourselves, and I am delighted when I see
you happy. You are, however never to g0 to war against each
other, but to cultivate peace between your different tribes that
they may become one great people,

ME Children, —No Indian must ever sell rum to Indians, it
makes him ric s but when he dies, he becomes very wretched., You
bury him with all hisg wealth and ornaments about him, and as he
goes along the path of the dead, they fall from him; he stoops
to take them up, and they become dust. He at last arrives almost
at the place of rest, and then crumbles into dust himself, But
those, who by their labor furnish themselves with necessarijes
only, when they die are happy; and, when they arrive at the land
of the dead, will find their wigwam furnished with every thing
they had on earth,

(Thus far the great spirit.)

Now my children, saild the the First created man, listen to
what I am about to add. The great spirit then opened a door,
shewing me a bear and a deer, both very small and said: look
here my son! these are the animals that are now in the earth;
the red people have spoiled them by killing them too young, and
giving their meat to the whites, and also by greasing themselves
with their fat, which is very wrong. The women when they grease
their bodies, or their hair, should do it only with the fat of
the smaller animals: of racoons, of otters, of snakes, &c. The
great spirit then opened another door, and shewed me a bear and
a deer, extremely fat, and of a very extraordinary size, saying
look here my son! these are the animals I placed on the earth
when I created you.

Now my children, listen to what I say, and let it sink into
your ears-—it is the orders of the Great spirit,
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My Children—You must not speak of this talk to the whites.
It must be hidden from them. I am now on the the earth sent by
the great spirit to instruct you.—Each village must send me
two or more principle chiefs to represent you, that you may be
taught, The bearer of this talk will point out to you the path
to my wigwam, I could not come myself to Abre Croche, because
the world is changed from what it was; it is broken, and leans
down; and as it declines, the Chipewas and all beyond will fall
off and die; therefore you must come to see me and be instructed,
in order to prevent it. Those villages which do not listen to
this talk, and send me deputies, will be put off the face of the
earth,
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