


A HYMN OF THANKSGIVING.

“Sing to the Lord -driﬂ;‘ thanksgiving.”— Psa. t47:7.
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_ 1. For a boun - ti. ful har - west And its bright, gold en 2
: 2. For the flag that is march -ing, Op - press - ion to
3. For the ships on the o - cean, Our.... com - merce ex . .

4. For the greet-ings  of . friend - ship From our kin coer  the
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treas-ures, That bring to~ the reap - er A prom - ised te - “ wd
con -quer, For peace that .in tri - umph  Will soon be ° re-
tend -ing, For plow - share and sic - kle, In - stead of  the
bil - low, For words of as - sur - ance  That oft we have
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year that so rich - ly Is crowned with Thy ;
- stored; For our sol - diers and sail - ors, Brave -heart - ed B and i
sword; For the North -and the South Land In har - mo - ny g

heard For the mna - tions o - m - ted For Christ and His

: - » » e T e e
- | e ==

Copyright 1899 by [ra D. Sankey.




\
i

r‘;ﬁ’ "33 ¥ +
good -ness, For bless -ings un -num -bered, We praise Thee, O Lord!
dar - ing,— For all... their a - chievements, We praise Thee, O Lotd!
blend -ing, For love  that en -tiwines them, We _praise Thee, O Lordd
gos -pel, To -day, with thanks-giv - ing, We praise Thee, O Lord!
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With thanks-giv-ing we come to Thee,With re-joic-ing we wor-ship Thee,

For the full - ness of bless -ings free, That crown-eth the year.
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I-!Nhim.inﬁ’ehﬂfm!hﬁibl
2me,
The memeny of: Perrerdtion’s bocd;
Bofefe bim, Feesdimis torch whese dding
flame
Pelity ot tha sy bo dnbdd fogs Brosmd
For this be-funelt. the Purtan; to peay,
g L ago. that first Thasksdiving Dal

Won GOVERNOR BRADFORD. in 1621, immortalized himself by in-
venting THANKSGIVING DAY, he also provided his people with a good
dinner 0 be thankful for

After issuing the first THANKSGIVING Proclimation, the occasian
‘ar which was a bountiful harvest alter a long term of famine, he sent four

oughty hunlers into the woods for gani, so that all the community rhight
agst rovilly.

They returned, these PURITAN woodsmen. laden down with wild tur-
Puys—and that one fact explains 2 great deal abouta popular AMERICAN
WCtitution, leading up to BENJAMIN FRANKLIN'S suggestion many a year
Wler that the turkey shotld be made the national emblem nslead ofthe eagle.

Not on turkey aloné did those orlginal THANKSGIVING revellersdine.
They were joined by a'large band of friendly Indians, who contribuied to
the feast nny a haunch of venisen and bags upon bags of oysters

THANKSGIVING &5 an institution had many ups and downs after tha
Wien the Dutch-of NEW AMSTERDANM adopted it they converted the da
inta one of meditation and prayer. forbidding all forms of enjoyment, and
quite ignoring the festival idea. = The Puritans, on the other hand, kept on
eating turkey and ather good things on THANKSGIVING DAY in order o
discourage people from observing CHRISTMAS, of which they had a hatred.

For the same reason the THANKSGIVING season was established at
thathrashold of winter, and although a change to the more gracious autumn
days has often been advocated, custam has proved stronger than reasonin
this respect.

As'a national institution. THANKSGIVING began in 1777, when the
Continental Congress recommended the States (o direct a genéral obser-
vanca of a/day of “solamn THANKSGIVING 2nd praise””  This was just
after the surrender of Burgoyne.

GOVERNOR JOHN JAY in 1795 inavgurated THANKSGIVING as an
anndal Testival-in this Stats, and—stich is the irony of Tatel—was bitterly
abused for his pains

Waushingtons Proclamation. 1785.
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By fhe President of the Onited States of America. a
A PROCLAMATION.
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WHEN we teview the calamities which affect so many olher Nations, the
ricesint condition of the United States affords much matter of consalation and satisfac-
fion. Ourexemption hitherto from foreign war, an increasing proipect of the con-
tinuance of that exemption, the great degres of internal tranquillity we have enjoyed,
the recent eanfirmiation of that tranquiliite by the suppression of an insurrection which
<o wantonly threatened it, the happy » of our public affairs in general, tie unex-
ampked prosperity of all' clisses of o tizens—are circumsiances which peculiarly
mark our situatinn with indications of ivine Benelicencs towards us. Insucha
<fate of things it is, in an especial manner, our duty 3s 2 people, with devou! reverence
and affeclionate eratitude, 16 acknowledee our many and great obligations to Almighty
God and to smplare him' to continue and confirm the biessings we experience. .
Deeply penefrated withithis sentiment, |, GEORGE ASHINGTON, President
of the United States; do recommend to sll Religious Socletiss and Denominations, and
10.all persons whomsoever within. the United Stafes. to set apart and observe Thurs-
day, the nineteenth day of February next, a8 a-day of public Thariksgiving and praver,
and on that day to meel together and renew their sincere anf hear thanks to the great
ruler of ‘Nafions for the manifold and signal mercies which distinguish our ot a3 2

T ears Beve pessed. Wk sl to-dw Do
stzds,
Toe: stalwart Poritan's 23 stabwart san.
Realy for all that Fresdom's cavze demands,
Bave i dofast and calm: iy victries. wea,
Thés b the sort of mas that: makies for o
liats best with pde & ot Tomibagimg

Nation: particularly for the possession ol Constitutions of Government which unile =
fi :

anid by their union establish liberly with erder, for the praservition of our peace, for-
eign and domestic, for 1he seasonahle” control which has been given loa spirit of dis-

order i the suppression of the late insurrection, and generall for the prosperous course §

of pur affairs public and privates and al the sams time humbly and fervently to beszech
Ihu kind author of these blessings graciously to prolong them to us—to imprint on our
hearls 1 deep and solemn sense of our obligaiions to him for them—lo feach us righty
to esfimate their immense value—io preserve us from the amrogance of prosperily and
fram hazarding the advantaiies we enjoy by delusive plirsuils—io disposz u mect

the continuance of his favors, by not abusing them, by our gratituds for thep, and by B

a earrespondent conduct as citiens and as men—4to renier this couniry mare and maore
a safe-and propitions asylum forthe udfortubate of ather countrits—to exfend among
us frue and wieiul knowle iffiise and establish habits of sobricty, order; moral-

Ity and piety, and fnalt spart all the blessings we possess, of ask for gursslves; to- §
the whole family of mark 3 r
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