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RETURNED.

“Empty and so silent now the old Cabin Stands:’

Words by : Music by
PAUL LAURENCE DUNBAR. WiLL Marion COOK.
Slowly and with much expression.
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I  heard him murnfrmg' softly on an old plan - ta-tion lone, The
I  rambled North a wandrer whenthe oldslave days weredone, 1
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man-sion house had crum-bled and the wallswereov - er grown, A
workedfrom ear-ly dawn-ing till the setting of  the sun, 1
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ne - pro aged and hoar-y sit- ting  there a drear-y sight, No
toiled and _praved and slrug'gled til my  hearl grewsick and sore, And
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thoughtof his cof - di-tion nol  a
turned me sad and wear-y from

mur-mer of his plight, His
many cru - el door, And
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on - ly dreamthe mem .'ry of the daysthathad gone by, When -
then my heart turned fond - ly to this dear old homesteadhere  Thro’
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mas-ter lived and mis tress had the
all my friendshaveleft il and

spar-kle' in

her eye, His

all the land is drear, But
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on - ly dreamthe sor-row for the land so renl and gray, His
now I come back glad-ly with - - oul a plaml or sigh, No
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on - ".l.y moan low "mem-bled for a = noth- er bet -ter day
oth - er spot:shallhold my dust or ~ see me bend or die.
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' No spot on earthsodreary as  thesebarewide lands, __
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o - sert-ed will I die con - tenl.




