
REMARKS BY JOHN W. RYAN
PRESIDENT, INDIANA UNIVERSITY 21- 1
FOUNDERS DAY PILGRIMAGE
ROSE HILL CEMETARY
BLOOMINGTON, INDIANA

(The President walks to a point equidistant from the memorial obelisks

for Wylie and Maxwell, (see attachment.) He suggests the crowd form a

semicircle in front of him. When all are in place, the President begins:)

PRESIDENT RYAN: LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, IT IS CUSTOMARY ON FOUNDERS DAY

FOR US TO GATHER NEAR THE MEMORIAL OBELISK COMMERATING THE LIFE

AND MARKING THE GRAVE OF ANDREW WYLIE, THE FIRST PRESIDENT OF

INDIANA UNIVERSITY. IN A MOMENT, WE SHALL RECITE THE TRADITIONAL

LITANY WHICH IS A FEATURE OF OUR ANNUAL VISIT.

FIRST, HOWEVER, I WANT TO DIRECT YOUR ATTENTION TO THE SMALLER

OBELISK TO MY LEFT. IT STANDS OVER THE GRAVE OF DR. DAVID H.

MAXWELL WHO SERVED AS THE FIRST PRESIDENT OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES

OF THE UNIVERSITY. WHILE THAT WAS THE OFFICIAL POSITION WHICH

DR. MAXWELL HELD, IN FACT HIS CONTRIBUTION WAS MUCH GREATER THAN

EVEN THE LOFTY TITLE OF PRESIDENT OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES MIGHT

INDICATE. ALL OF YOU ARE AWARE OF THE ENORMOUS CONTRIBUTIONS IN

FINANCIAL RESOURCES AND DEDICATED SERVICE WHICH INDIVIDUAL CITIZENS

HAVE MADE...AND CONTINUE TO MAKE...ON BEHALF OF OUR ALMA MATER.

WHEN OUR FRIENDS ASSIST OUR ALMA MATER, THEY ARE FOLLOWING IN THE

TRADITION OF DR. MAXWELL.

DAVID MAXWELL WAS A REMARKABLE MAN. HE WAS A PRACTICING

PHYSICIAN IN MADISON, INDIANA AT THE TIME THE CONSTITUTION OF OUR

STATE WAS DRAFTED. DR. MAXWELL IS REMEMBERED AS THE AUTHOR OF THE

CLAUSE IN INDIANA'S CONSTITUTION WHICH OUTLAWED SLAVERY.
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A YEAR OR SO AFTER SERVING AS A DELEGATE TO THAT CONSTITUTIONAL

CONVENTION, DR. MAXWELL MOVED HIS MEDICAL PRACTICE TO BLOOMINGTON.

ONCE A RESIDENT OF THIS CITY, HE IMMEDIATELY BEGAN A HIGHLY

EFFECTIVE LOBBYING CAMPAIGN TO HAVE A UNIVERSITY ESTABLISHED AND

TO HAVE THAT UNIVERSITY DESIGNATED AS THE STATE UNIVERSITY IN

INDIANA. AS WE KNOW, HE WAS SUCCESSFUL BEYOND ALL REASONABLE

EXPECTATIONS.

FOR THE FIRST SEVEN YEARS OF OUR UNIVERSITY'S EXISTENCE, IT

WAS DAVID MAXWELL WHO SERVED AS THE EXECUTIVE OFFICER AND CORRESPONDING

SECRETARY FOR THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES. HE SUPERVISED THE BUILDING OF

THE FIRST STRUCTURES AND THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE FIRST CURRICULUM.

THE DAY ARRIVED WHEN IT BECAME APPARENT THAT THE INSTITUTION

REQUIRED THE SERVICES OF A FULL-TIME EXECUTIVE---A PRESIDENT. FOR

THAT POSITION, SCHOLAR-MINISTER WAS CHOSEN, ANDREW WYLIE. FOR MORE

THAN TWENTY YEARS, ANDREW WYLIE AND DAVID MAXWELL WORKED TOGETHER

IN BUILDING UPON THE SOLID FOUNDATION ALREADY ESTABLISHED. IT IS

ALTOGETHER FITTING THAT WE REMEMBER WITH GRATITUDE THE SPLENDID

ACHIEVEMENTS OF THESE TWO MEN AND THEIR PIONEER COLLEAGUES WHO

HAVE LEFT TO SUCCEEDING GENERATIONS THIS RICH LEGACY WHICH WE

TREASURE TODAY AND KNOW AS INDIANA UNIVERSITY.

I INVITE YOU TO JOIN ME NOW IN RECITING THE TRADITIONAL TRIBUTE

TO ANDREW WYLIE. AFTER WE FINISH, I INVITE YOU TO JOIN ME IN

PLACING A SPRIG OF EVERGREEN AT THE BASE OF THE MEMORIAL TO

PRESIDENT WYLIE:
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A TRIBUTE TO ANDREW WYLIE
FIRST PRESIDENT OF INDIANA UNIVERSITY

FOUNDERS DAY

PRESIDENT: FOR THE PIONEER SPIRIT WHICH LED HIM FROM THE MORE

COMFORTABLE EAST TO FACE THE HARDSHIPS OF THE FRONTIER AND COME

TO LIVE IN THESE HILLS AND VALLEYS

AUDIENCE: WE GIVE THEE THANKS FOR THE UNDAUNTED SPIRIT OF OUR FIRST

PRESIDENT

PRESIDENT: FOR HIS "INTELLECT CLEAR AND CAPACIOUS, WELL STORED WITH

ANCIENT LORE AND MODERN LEARNING"; AN UNASSUMING SCHOLAR AND

STANDARD BEARER IN THE WORLD OF LETTERS

AUDIENCE: MAY WE KEEP IN EVERLASTING REMEMBERANCE THESE QUALITIES OF

HIS MIND AND HEART

PRESIDENT: FOR HIS LIFETIME DEVOTION TO THE CAUSE OF HIGHER EDUCATION

AND HIS ALMOST MAGICAL FACULTY OF COMMUNICATING WHAT HE KNEW: A

TEACHER INDEED

AUDIENCE: MAY THESE BE KEPT FRESH IN THE MINDS OF ALL THOSE--TEACHER

AND LEARNER ALIKE--WHO SHALL HENCEFORTH SOJOURN ON OUR CAMPUS

PRESIDENT: FOR HIS NEARLY A QUARTER OF A CENTRUY OF HIGH AND HOLY LABOR

AS PRESIDENT OF INDIANA UNIVERSITY LEAVING TO THOSE WHO FOLLOW A

RICH LEGACY AND INSPIRING EXAMPLE

AUDIENCE: MAY WE, WHO HAVE IN OUR KEEPING THAT WHICH HE AND OTHERS OF

A LIKE SPIRIT HAVE WROUGHT, EVERMORE SHOW PROPER GRATITUDE AND

PRAISE

(The President of the University hands wreath to the Student Body

Representative, who places it on grave saying:)
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ANDREW WYLIE, PIONEER, SEER, SCHOLAR, OUR FIRST PRESIDENT:

THIS IS OUR TRIBUTE OF RESPECT AND VENERATION. WE WILL KEEP FAITH

WITH YOU AND "EACH RETURNING SPRING COME BACK TO WREATHE YOUR

GRAVE WITH FLOWERS"

AUDIENCE: AND WE WILL ALWAYS LABOR TO MAKE THE UNIVERSITY REFLECT

HONOR UPON THE NAME OF ITS FIRST PRESIDENT, ANDREW WYLIE

(Audience then passes by the grave of President Wylie and places

thereon a twig of evergreen)

Taps
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Location of David H. Maxwell grave in Rose Hill Cemetery,
Bloomington, Indiana.

Approximately 28 feet east and 10 feet south
of Andrew Wylie's grave. The marker is a
small obelisk.
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